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Why is it

important

Key Dates

(c. stands for circa, which means approximately)

to save our
rainforests?
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warm and wet forest with a
tropical climate.

They are habitats for millions
of different animals and
plants.

The Maya civilisation comes into bein
c.2000BC | . o 9 . J
in Central America.
Maya Numbers
. 300 BC Cities, such as El Mirador, become The Maya developed an ac_ivunced Deforestation is the deliberate act of
' large and powerful. namber systeot jor theiedime, The Maya built clearing large areas of trees through
. : Thampe s ORnl Ui cities, puramids cutting down or burning them. This
Cities in the rainforest are abandoned in the world to develop the concept and ornate
of zero as a placeholder. sculptures in the happens so the land and trees can
AD 900 due to a drought. People move north rainforest. be used for other purposes.
to the highlands of Guatemala and i e
. three symbols in different
the Yucatan. combinations. ‘
. . , ) Wi Reasons
Cities like Chichen Itza (which has two —
A0 1000 | Ciies ke Chichén iz (which
mpte Py ng. The Maya people mainly ate The Maya writing system was used to Trees (.1re a useful and valual?le'
The Spanish arrive in South America maize (corn). Maize was very write several different Maya languages. material and are used for buildings,
AD 1500 d des h .. important to them as they It was made up of many symbols furniture, firewood and paper. Species
A s and set out to tm'—" t e II'EI'I’l[LLI"llrLg believed that the first humans called glyphs. of trees, like teak and mahogany,
(16" century) | elements of Maya civilisation as part were made from maize dough Logograms are glyphs representing found in rainforests are ideal building
of their conquest. :ﬁ t:: gods. whole words. materials. Land is also cleared for
\ . e faya Syllabograms are glyphs representing . . .
American explorer and writer, John made a bitter units of sound (syllables). plctntm‘g: = clid:)el Y andbf)roc‘llu e
Lloyd Stephens, and British artist, chocolatey drink The:glyphs:were carved orstone pa m oil - an edible Yegeta e ol
Frederick Cathe od, EJ(plGIi"E Gupﬁn from cacao bitildings and which can be found in foods and other
AD 1839 and other cities including Chichén beans that was monunients-and products like toothpaste and shampoo.
b o s s . enjoyed by the painted on pottery. A
Itza, reigniting interest in the Maya rich. It was used for medicines iR Both smaller (subsistence) and larger-
civilisation. and in ceremonies. The cacao ulsg TS scale (commercial) farming require
beans were highly valued and callid codices. areas of forest to be cut down and
AD 2014 The cities of Lagunita and Tamchén are || even used as a form of money. burnt to improve the soil and make
rediscovered. room for cattle.




