
Year 3 English Curriculum (Writing)  

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Topic  The Stone Age  India  Romans Seven Wonders of the World  
Text Types  Instructions  

 
Descriptive writing  
 
 

Adventure stories  
 
Newspaper reports 

Recounts 
  
Myths and Legends 
 

Non-chronological 
reports  
 
Plays into Drama  

Explanation texts 
 
 
Adventure story  
 
 

Persuasion  
 
Descriptive writing a 
particular setting  
 

Poetry to express emotions Shape poems  Poems from around the world 

Suggested texts How to wash a woolly mammoth? The Roman News  
So You Think You’ve Got It Bad? A Kid’s life 
in Ancient Rome  

Atlas of Adventures  

Progression of 
skills – Writing  

Planning, Composing and Evaluating 
 

 Generate ideas for their writing 

 Use the structures, grammar and 
vocabulary of written texts to plan and 
write their own 

 Compose and orally rehearse 
sentences and lines of poetry which 
are increasingly rich in structure and 
vocabulary 

 Use ideas and content appropriate to 
the subject and text type 

 Signal sequence, place and time to 
give coherence to writing 

 Create settings using well chosen 
words and phrases 

 Collect and use suitable vocabulary for 
a text 

 Use expression, intonation and tone 
when reading aloud their writing 

Planning, Composing and Evaluating 
 

 Generate ideas for their writing 

 Use the structures, grammar and 
vocabulary of written texts to plan and 
write their own 

 Compose and orally rehearse sentences 
and lines of poetry which are 
increasingly rich in structure and 
vocabulary 

 Plan and order texts logically 

 Use paragraphs to group related 
material 

 Create characters using well chosen 
words and phrases 

 Experiment with layout when writing 
non-fiction texts 

 Use headings and sub-headings 

 Use expression, intonation and tone 
when reading aloud their writing 

Planning, Composing and Evaluating 
 

 Generate ideas for their writing 

 Use the structures, grammar and vocabulary of 
written texts to plan and write their own 

 Use their imagination to write engaging texts 

 Plan and organise texts logically 

 Create a coherent plot in a story 

 Compose and orally rehearse sentences and lines 
of poetry which are increasingly rich in structure 
and vocabulary 

 Use paragraphs to group related material 

 Use language to create an effect e.g. creating a 
mood 

 Use expression, intonation and tone when reading 
aloud their writing 

 Evaluate the work of others and suggest 
improvements 

 Evaluate their work effectively and make 
improvements based on this 
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 Evaluate the work of others and 
suggest improvements 

 Evaluate their work effectively and 
make improvements based on this 

 Proof–read for spelling, grammar and 
punctuation errors 

 Improve their writing style by adding 
new techniques to their repertoire 
(see Appendix A – year 3)  
 

 Evaluate the work of others and suggest 
improvements 

 Evaluate their work effectively and 
make improvements based on this 

 Proof–read for spelling, grammar and 
punctuation errors 

 Improve their writing style by adding 
new techniques to their repertoire (see 
Appendix A – year 3)  

 Proof–read for spelling, grammar and punctuation 
errors 

 Improve their writing style by adding new 
techniques to their repertoire (see Appendix A – 
year 3)  

Progression of 
skills 
 
In addition to 
previously taught 
grammar objectives 
pupils should learn 
how to..   

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary  
 

 Use correct grammatical terminology 
when discussing their writing 

 Use and understand the terms 
consonant and vowel 

 Use ‘a’ or ‘an’ appropriately 

 Recognise what a pronoun is 

 Recognise what a personal pronoun is 
e.g. I, me, we, us, you, he, she, it, him, 
her, they, them 

 Recognise and explain what a 
conjunction is 

 Use conjunctions to express time, 
place and cause e.g. when, so, before, 
after, while, because 

 Use adverbs to express time, place and 
cause e.g. then, next, soon, therefore 

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary  
 

 Use correct grammatical terminology 
when discussing their writing 

 Explore word families based on common 
words 

 Identify adverbs 

 Use inverted commas 

 Explore and understand verb prefixes 
(link with dis-, de-, mis-, over- and re- in 
spelling) 

 Recognise direct speech and inverted 
commas 

 Use direct speech and inverted commas  

 Use conjunctions to express time, place 
and cause e.g. when, so, before, after, 
while, because 

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary  
 

 Use correct grammatical terminology when 
discussing their writing 

 Create new nouns using prefixes 

 Identify prepositions 

 Use prepositions to express time, cause and place 
e.g. before, after, during, in,  because of 

 Use prepositional phrases to add detail to 
sentences 

 Use have or has before a verb to create the 
‘present perfect form’ or ‘had’ to create the ‘past 
perfect form’ 

 Understand what a main clause is 

 Identify simple and compound sentences 

Progression of 
skills 

Handwriting and presentation 

 Write with joined handwriting consistently 

 When ready, start to move from pencil to pen 

The words below are individual words from the Year 3/4 statutory spelling list, revise previously visited spelling rules from lower year groups, practise a spelling rule 
linked to a Y3/Y4 statutory spelling word or relate to a word, sentence or punctuation objective.  

Progression of 
skills 

Spelling 
 

Spelling 
 

Spelling 
 

Spelling 
 

Spelling 
 

Spelling 
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 Words with the long 
/eI / sound spelt 
with ei 
 
Words with the long 
/eI / sound spelt 
with ey 
 
Words with the 
long /eI/ sound 
spelt with ai 
 
Words with / / 
sound spelt 
with ear 
 
Homophones & near 
Homophones 
 
Year 3 and 4 Common 
Exception Words   

Creating adverbs 
using the suffix -ly 
(no change to root 
word) 
 
Creating adverbs 
using the suffix -ly 
(root word ends in 
‘y’ with more than 
one syllable) 
 
Creating adverbs 
using the suffix -ly 
(root word ends 
in ‘le’) 
 
Creating adverbs 
using the suffix -ly 
(root word ends in 
‘ic’ or ‘al’) 
 
Creating adverbs 
using the suffix -ly 
(exceptions to the 
rules) 
 
Statutory Spelling 
Challenge Words 
(believe, appear, often, 
group, breath, continue, 
arrive, women, describe, 
height)  

 
Words with short /i/ sound 
spelt with ‘y’ 
 
 

Adding suffixes 
beginning with a 
vowel 
(er/ed/ing) to words 
with more than one 
syllable 
 
Creating negative 
meanings using 
prefix mis- 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Common Exception 
Words:  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Common Exception Words:  
 
 
 

 

 
 
Common Exception Words: 
recap previously taught words  
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